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        From: Bob Fennell

For immediate release, please

THE BOOTH THEATRE BOX OFFICE OPENS ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8!
*     *     *

From The Author Of ‘The Vagina Monologues’

Comes A New Play About The Rest Of Us

*     *     *

‘THE GOOD BODY’
Written And Performed By EVE ENSLER

Begins Performances On October 22

At Broadway’s Booth Theatre

*     *     *

Directed by Peter Askin,

‘THE GOOD BODY’ Will Have An Official Opening On November 15

And Play A Limited Twelve-Week Engagement Thru January 16

     The Booth Theatre box office (222 West 45th St.) will open on Friday, October 8 for the Broadway engagement of THE GOOD BODY, a new play written and performed by Eve Ensler, the author of the international phenomenon The Vagina Monologues.  With performances starting on October 22 at the Booth Theatre, THE GOOD BODY will be presented on Broadway by Harriet Newman Leve, The Araca Group and East of Doheny.  Directed by Peter Askin (Hedwig and the Angry Inch, Trumbo, John Leguizamo’s Sexaholix and Spic-O-Rama), THE GOOD BODY will have its official opening on Monday, November 15 and play a strictly limited twelve-week engagement through January 16.  Tickets are now available through Tele-charge (212-239-6200 or www.telecharge.com). 

     The Vagina Monologues challenged notions of acceptable topics in theater and became the impetus for a worldwide movement to combat violence towards women. Now, in THE GOOD BODY, Eve Ensler turns her unique eye to the rest of the female form. Whether undergoing Botox injections or living beneath burkhas, women of all cultures and backgrounds feel compelled to change the way they look in order to fit in, to be accepted, to be “good.”  Merging these cross-cultural explorations with her own personal journey to come to terms with her “less-than-flat, post-40s stomach,” Ensler has created THE GOOD BODY, a work the San Francisco Chronicle called “passionate, funny, frank, revealing, even shocking.”  THE GOOD BODY will mark Ms. Ensler’s Broadway debut.
     THE GOOD BODY will feature set design by Tony nominee Robert Brill (Assassins), costume design by recent Tony Award winner Susan Hilferty (Wicked) and lighting design by Kevin Adams (Hedwig and the Angry Inch).  Sound design and original music is by David Van Tieghem, with co-Sound Design by Jill BC Du Boff, and video design by Wendall K. Harrington.

     THE GOOD BODY was presented this summer in a very successful engagement at ACT in San Francisco, following a workshop production at Seattle Repertory Theatre.

Eve Ensler (Playwright/Performer/Activist) is the writer of the OBIE Award-winning play The Vagina Monologues and the founder and artistic director of V-Day, a global movement to end violence against women and girls.  In seven years, V-Day has raised more than $25 million for grass roots groups around the world.  The Vagina Monologues has been translated into more that 35 languages and has run in theaters worldwide, including sold-out runs at Off-Broadway’s Westside Theater and in London’s West End (2002 Olivier Award nom., best entertainment).  Her play Necessary Targets opened at Off-Broadway’s Variety Arts Theater in February 2002, following a hit run at Hartford Stage Co.  Ensler’s other plays include Conviction, Lemonade, The Depot, Floating Rhoda and the Glue Man and Extraordinary Measures.  The Vagina Monologues and Necessary Targets have been published by Villard/Random House, who will also publish The Good Body (October 2004) and Ensler’s upcoming books I Am an Emotional Creature and V-World.  Ensler is the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship Award in playwriting, the 2002 Amnesty International Media Spotlight Award for leadership, and the Matrix Award.  She is chair of the Women’s Committee of PEN American Center and is an executive producer of What I Want My Words to Do to You, a documentary about the writing group she has led since 1998 at the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility for Women; the film had its world premiere at the 2003 Sundance Film Festival, where it received the “Freedom of Expression” Award; the film premiered nationally on PBS’s “P.O.V.” in December.

Peter Askin (Director) recently directed Trumbo, starring (at different times) Ed Harris, Richard Dreyfuss, Tim Robbins, Chris Cooper, Alec Baldwin, Eddie Izzard, Nathan Lane, Bill Irwin, Aidan Quinn, F. Murray Abraham, Brian Dennehy and Paul Newman.  Other recent productions include Mike O’Malley’s Searching for Certainty, John Leguizamo’s Sexaholix, Spic-O-Rama (Drama Desk Award), and Mambo Mouth (OBIE, Outer Critics’ Circle awards).  Askin has also directed the New York, London, and L.A. productions of Hedwig and the Angry Inch (OBIE, Outer Critics’ Circle awards), and Pulitzer Prize finalist Dael Olandersmith’s Monster and Beauty’s Daughter (OBIE Award), as well as her play The Gimmick, which he conceived and directed at Sundance and the McCarter Theatre Center.  Other NY credits include Dinner with Demons, How It Hangs, Linda Her, Beauty Marks, Ourselves Alone, Reno, Reality Ranch, and Down an Alley Filled with Cats.  He has written (or co-written) several screenplays, including Smithereens and Paramount Classics’ Company Man.  For TV he has directed for HBO, FOX and the Comedy Channel.  Askin is also the director of New York’s Westside and Jane Street theaters, home of David Mamet’s The Cryptogram and Jonathan Larson’s tick, tick…BOOM!, among many others.

     Eve Ensler’s THE GOOD BODY begins previews on October 22 at the Booth Theatre (222 W. 45th St.), has an official opening on November 15, and plays a limited twelve-week engagement through January 16.  Prior to opening, the performance schedule is: Mon. thru Sat. at 8; matinees Weds. & Sat. at 2.  After opening, the performance schedule is: Tues. thru Sat. at 8; matinees Weds. & Sat. at 2, Sun. at 3.  Tickets are $80.  Tickets are available through Tele-charge, 212-239-6200 (or www.telecharge.com) or at the Booth Theatre box office beginning Friday, October 8.

#     #     #
