The everyday terrorism faced by women and girls is an invisible war being waged using weapons of sexual and domestic violence. The imbalance of spending and attention between the wars of combat and the war against women and children is astounding.

-Eve Ensler, Founder/Artistic Director V-Day

The effort to stop violence against girls and women has to start in our homes, offices, schools and churches in cities all across this nation and around the world. Political and business leaders need to join us in this effort or we need to know the reason why. NOW's grass-roots leaders will be working with our community coalition partners to line up support for the 1% campaign to end violence because girls and women's lives will never be secure and their opportunities will always be limited unless the tyranny of sexual and domestic violence stops.

- Kim Gandy, NOW President 
THE 1% CAMPAIGN

To Bring About A World Without Violence

An invisible war is being waged against women and girls. The tactics in this war? Rape. Incest. Sexual abuse. Sex Trafficking. Domestic violence. At least one in three American women will be attacked in this war (UNFPA, 2000).

There is an outrageous imbalance between the spending and attention given to military defense to ‘protect’ us while at the same time thousands of women are being attacked, often inside their own homes. If 1% of our nation's defense budget, approximately 4 billion dollars, was allocated toward the safety and security of women and girls, women might actually be safe in schools, on the streets and in their bedrooms. What bigger priority do we have than to end the domestic terrorism that plagues American girls and women. The effects of this violence - and its ongoing threat - impact women everyday of their lives. Our leaders will only put violence prevention at the top of the national “to do” list if we demand it. Consider the 1% Campaign a "peacekeeping action" right here at home.

The 1% Campaign is a diverse group of individuals, communities and organizations who demand that 1% of the U.S. defense budget be directed toward the safety and security of women and girls, in addition to the vital funds we need to maintain the shelters, rape crisis centers and hotlines that help women and girls survive each day. 

The 1% Campaign is a cultural, educational and political effort to realize this goal. Originally envisioned by playwright and V-Day founder Eve Ensler, the 1% Campaign is coordinated by V-Day and the National Organization for Women (NOW).

If enough people make this demand, over and over again, the 1% campaign will work and we will have built a movement that will change the world.

What can you do to help?

1. Be One In A Million

Be an author of ‘One Million Ways To End Violence.’ and at the same time add your name to the 1% call to action. Think about one thing that can be done in your community to end violence before someone ever has to seek shelter, go to the police or an emergency room, or call a hotline and add it to the list.

Share your ideas online at www.vday.org/onepercent. We will collect the suggestions of one million citizens, ideas large and small, outrageous and serious. We’ll post them online, talk about them in media appearances and eventually bring them to Congress.

2. Disseminate the 1% Logo

· Buy a 1% Button from http://www.now.org/store or make your own at the 1% website www.vday.org/onepercent

· Download 1% Stickers and give them to your friends and co-workers

· Place a 1% Sticker on your tax return form

· Wear a 1% Sticker on your coat

· Post 1 % Stickers on V-Day event signs and programs

· Put 1 % Stickers on your organization's next mailing

· Distribute stickers, signs and flyers at your school, job, or any public event promoting peace, anti-poverty, anti-violence, health care and safety for all

· Add a 1% Campaign Link to your personal or organizational website. The link is http://www.vday.org/onepercent

· Add "1% of the Defense budget should be directed toward ending violence against women" to your e-mail signature

Be creative! Get the 1% Logo out! E-mail us photos of your signs and stickers so we can feature them on the 1% Website, or upload them yourself at the 1% website www.vday.org/onepercent

3. Encourage Dialogue

Host a 1% Town Meeting in your school, church, synagogue, or community center. You can start with a small meeting in your office or home. Discuss questions like these:

· What does ³homeland security² mean to you? Do you really feel secure in your home?

· What is personal security? What makes you feel secure/insecure?

· How much of your daily life is spent thinking about your personal safety and the safety of your loved ones?

· How would you end violence against women and girls?

· What would you and your community do to prevent violence with your share of the $4 billion?

· How are girls and women¹s lives limited by their risk of not being safe and free from violence?

As the dialogue in your community grows, think big -- you can fill a baseball stadium or convention center with people discussing these issues! Ask local politicians who have a history of supporting anti-violence initiatives to attend. Invite local media to your event. When they see this exciting new movement in action, they will want to cover the 1 % Campaign. Ask newspapers, churches, military posts, sports teams, law officials and judges to help spread the 1% Message.

4. Envision Victory

We envision the buildup of a grassroots momentum calling for the reprioritization of our taxpayer dollars and our public policies. We envision people in churches and union halls, schools and libraries, front rooms and street rallies gathering together to imagine a world without violence. Ultimately, we envision that 1% of the defense budget will be used to end violence against women and girls.

Welcome to a world without violence against women and girls! 

