
An important note on Rock the Vote and non-partisanship: 

Rock the Vote is a non-partisan, 501 (c)(3) organization and we do not align ourselves with any particular political party or candidates.  The voter registration kit is provided as a community service by Rock the Vote.  Individuals or entities affiliated with specific parties or candidates who utilize the kit do not represent Rock the Vote in their voter registration efforts and should not identify as such.

Know your voter registration:

· Know the voter registration deadline for the election before ordering materials.  The deadline may have already passed or will pass by the time of your event, some states close registration 31 days before an election.    If you miss the deadline:
· We can give you more materials for encouraging those registered to get to the polls on Election Day.  
· Remember, if you order far enough in advance, we can also send materials to you CHEAPLY rather than sending the package over-night, which can be very pricey.

· Take a Practice Run Before Registering Others.  Though we’re sure you’re already registered to vote, take the time to fill out a National Voter Registration Application yourself.  It’s easy to complete, but you need to know the mechanics of it before you start registering others.

 Be sure to read the state-by-state instructions on how to fill out the National Voter Registration Application available in a downloadable document at www.vday.org/vote

Know Your Stuff:

· Anytime you are registering someone, check the state-by-state instructions (again, available in the National Voter Registration Application and Instructions downloadable document available at www.vday.org/vote) for information they have regarding voter registration

· If you still don’t know the answer, refer them to our web site, www.rockthevote.com, or suggest they call their State Board of Elections or check the state specific website.
Encourage Others to Volunteer

· You can refer them to our web site, www.rockthevote.com, or have them call us at (310) 234-0665.
When your event is over:
· Please refer to instructions at the end of this document on “What to do with Completed Forms.”  


The National Voter Registration Application:
(This is the voter registration form that almost anyone from any state can use to register to vote is available in a downloadable form at www.vday.org/vote.) 

U.S. Citizens living abroad and people serving in the armed forces SHOULD NOT USE THIS FORM. Direct them to the Federal Voting Assistance Project (FVAP) at http://www.fvap.gov or by phone at (800) 438-VOTE.
States that will not accept the national voter registration form:

New Hampshire - Offers Election Day registration and absentee ballots only, however this form can be used as a request for absentee ballot.  The person must be already registered (using the NH state form) in order to use this form as a request for an absentee ballot. 

North Dakota – Offers Election Day registration only, no registration or application will be accepted before Election Day.

Wyoming – Offers Election Day registration and by state law cannot accept the National Voter Registration Application.

States that require that you be deputized:
A deputy voter registrar is someone who has been certified by their state to aid others in filling out and submitting voter registration forms.   Deputization normally consists of a brief (15 minutes to an hour) seminar in which volunteers are instructed on how to hold a voter registration drive.  Most states do not require volunteers to be deputized in order to collect and submit voter registration forms, but its important that you check for your state before your registration drive

The states WHICH REQUIRE YOU TO BE DEPUTIZED ARE: 
Georgia

Hawaii

Maryland

Nebraska

Texas

See the QUIRKY STATES list for more information on getting deputized in these states.

Election Day (Same Day) Voter Registration:
With Election Day Voter Registration (EDVR) an eligible voter can go to the polls and register on the day of the Election. The following states offer EDVR:
Minnesota

Maine

Wisconsin

New Hampshire

Wyoming

Idaho

In states with “same day registration” voters must bring 2 items to the voting booth on Election Day:

1) Identification (i.e. driver’s license, non-driver state I.D. card, student I.D., etc.) 

and

2) Proof of residency (i.e. check book with address printed on the checks, rent receipt, recent utility bill, driver’s license, or anything else which may list both the name and the address together on a single card or document).
Vote by Mail:
You may choose to vote by mail (absentee ballot) if you are going to be away from your address and unable to get to your polling place on election day contact your secretary of state/elections division (included at the end of this document) to find out your states rules and regulations on voting by mail
Things to remember when deciding whether to vote by mail:

· People who register for the first time usually have to vote in person the first time they vote 
· One way to avoid having to travel to their actual polling place is to provide a copy of a picture id and a proof of residency (such as utility bill, paycheck stub, bank statement, or other government document) with the address they are registering at with their voter registration form. See the specific instructions for each state (starting on page 20) for people who are registering for the first time and want to vote absentee. 

· Remind them that in order to request an absentee ballot they must be registered to vote.

Tip: Encourage people who are registering to vote for the first time to register at the address that they live. For example, many college students live away from home. If they register in the place that they are from, versus the college address they’ll have to actually go to the polls on Election Day, and for some students that may mean a cross-country trip. Instead, have them register on campus so it’s only a 5-minute walk to the polling place.

College Students Registering to Vote:  

Which residence should I use?

College students can register to vote wherever they consider “home”, whether at their school address or permanent address. BUT remember the first time you register to vote you MUST VOTE IN PERSON (see vote by mail rules above). So if you live far from the residence you’re registering at and won’t be able to make it to the polls on Election Day, you should consider registering at your SCHOOL ADDRESS.

Do I put my school PO Box as my address?

NO!  If you are opting to list your college address as your “home” address on the National Voter Registration Application (Box 2), please note that the address CANNOT BE A P.O. BOX, not even a school P.O. Box address.

THE ADDRESS MUST BE THE ACTUAL LOCATION (not where you get your mail)!


Why can’t I put my school box address?

County clerks need to know exactly where you are residing so they can determine your precinct and your polling place.  

So how should I fill out the Box 2, the address box, on the National Voter Registration form?

You should write A PHYSICAL ADDRESS IN BOX 2 (I.E. apartment, dormitory, and street, etc.).

OR

If you don’t have a physical or legal address at college, you can draw a picture where you live in the space designated at the bottom of the National Voter Registration Application.


Each state has different laws regarding a person’s right to vote once they have 

Been convicted of a felony?  The table below shows which states allow people in prison, on probation, on parole, or ex-felons to vote.  An “X” in the box under the category means that someone who is in that category is NOT ELIGIBLE to register or vote in their state at that time. This table provides a state-by-state breakdown of state disenfranchisement provisions. 

X=Not Eligible

	State
	Prison
	Probation
	Parole
	Ex-felons

	Alabama
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Alaska
	X
	X
	X
	

	Arizona
	X
	X
	X
	X (2nd Felony)

	Arkansas
	X
	X
	X
	

	California
	X
	
	X
	

	Colorado
	X
	
	X
	

	Connecticut
	X
	
	X
	

	Delaware
	X
	X
	X
	X (5 years)

	District of Columbia
	X
	
	
	

	Florida
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Georgia
	X
	X
	X
	

	Hawaii 
	X
	
	
	

	Idaho
	X
	
	
	

	Illinois
	X
	
	
	

	Indiana
	X
	
	
	

	Iowa
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Kansas
	X
	X
	X
	

	Kentucky
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Louisiana
	X
	
	
	

	Maine
	
	
	
	

	Maryland
	X
	X
	X
	X (2nd Felony, 3 years)

	Massachusetts
	X
	
	
	

	Michigan
	X
	
	
	

	Minnesota
	X
	X
	X
	

	Mississippi
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Missouri
	X
	X
	X
	

	Montana
	X
	
	
	

	Nebraska
	X
	X
	X
	

	Nevada
	X
	X
	X
	X (Except 1st time non-violent offenders)

	New Hampshire
	X
	
	
	

	New Jersey
	X
	X
	X
	

	New Mexico
	X
	X
	X
	

	New York
	X
	
	X
	

	North Carolina
	X
	X
	X
	

	North Dakota
	X
	
	
	

	Ohio
	X
	
	
	

	Oklahoma
	X
	X
	X
	

	Oregon
	X
	
	
	

	Pennsylvania
	X
	
	
	

	Rhode Island
	X
	X
	X
	

	South Carolina
	X
	X
	X
	

	South Dakota
	X
	
	
	

	Tennessee
	X
	X
	X
	X (pre-1986)

	Texas
	X
	X
	X
	

	Utah
	X
	
	
	

	Vermont
	
	
	
	

	Virginia
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Washington
	X
	X
	X
	X (pre-1984)

	West Virginia
	X
	X
	X
	

	Wisconsin
	X
	X
	X
	X (5 years)

	Wyoming
	X
	X
	X
	X


FAQ’s—FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q. “What am I registering for?”

A. We swear we’re not making this one up.  A lot of people think you’re registering them for a contest or a raffle.  You can probably come up with your own answer to this question — one that avoids insulting anyone.  Perhaps try, “You’re registering to exercise your constitutional right to vote.”  Usually they’ll just be happy to hear that you aren’t trying to sell them something.

Q. “I’m a college student from ____________ but I go to school in ____________. Where should I be registered to vote?”

A. College students can register to vote wherever they consider “home”, whether at their school address or another address BUT remember: the first time you register to vote you MUST VOTE IN PERSON unless you submit certain documents with your application (see state-to-state rules for specifics on this). So if you live far from the residence where you’re registering and won’t be able to make it to the polls on Election Day, you should consider registering at your SCHOOL ADDRESS.  

Q. “How do I get an absentee ballot?”
A. People can apply for an absentee ballot online at www.rockthevote.com.  In the case of an approaching election, however, BE CAREFUL when directing people to the site for this purpose.  Make sure they are aware of two things:  

1. HOW TO VOTE ABSENTEE. They must already be registered in their home state in order to obtain an absentee ballot while away from home. Some people may think that registering and applying for an absentee ballot is the same thing.  Explain to them that it’s a two-step process.  If someone chooses to vote by absentee ballot in their home state (instead of going to the polls where they are currently living), they first need to register to vote in that state.  Once they have been notified that their voter registration form has been processed (and once they receive their card in the mail verifying that they are registered), they can then apply for an absentee ballot.  They can go to www.rockthevote.com or by call their State Board of Elections or town or county election officials to request an application.

2. DEADLINES.  Voting by absentee ballot is subject to the same deadline as voting at a physical location.  The deadline is always Election Day though the time that it must be received by varies from state to state. If they are already registered in their home state and choose to apply for an absentee ballot online, keep in mind that some states may send them an additional form they need to fill out in order to complete the process. This form will be sent to them via snail mail after completing and submitting the on-line request.  All deadlines and requirements for applying for a ballot in each state are available by clicking on “Election Information” on www.rockthevote.com.  The site will walk voters through the process.  If the deadline to register in their home state is only a few days away, recommend to them that they consider registering for the state in which they currently live, if they qualify according to state residency requirements (see the state-by-state section of this guide for these requirements), and if the local deadlines have not yet passed.  
As always, if people don’t have access to the web, they should contact their Secretary of State/Elections Division  (Numbers listed at the end of this document)  for specific instructions for their state.

Q. “Do I have to register with a political party?”

A.  No.  However, in some states you can’t vote in party primary elections if you’re not registered with a party.  Consult the instructions for the individual state to determine whether party registration is required for primary participation.

Q. What are the political parties?

A. There are over 30 political parties that are recognized by the United States.  Due to our non-partisan status, to name only the most familiar ones would be partisan to those political parties.  We therefore ask that if you are asked what political party someone should or can register with, please let them know that you cannot answer this question and they should be directed to http://www.politics1.com/parties.htm for more information on political parties and remind them that they can always register decline to state in the interim.

Q. “I’m seventeen. Can I register to vote?”

A. Yes, as long as you turn 18 by Election Day.  The exception to this is Massachusetts. If you are not 18 by the time the voter registration deadline closes you are unable to vote in the election. Check the individual instructions for each state to see exactly when you can register.

Q. “I was convicted of a felony a few years ago, but I’m out of jail now.  Can I register to vote?”  

A.  In some states, yes.  But rules regarding the voting rights of convicted felons vary from state to state. To find out the specific rule for your state, check the state’s specific guidelines on listed at the end of this document, or call your State Board of Elections or Secretary of State.

Q.  “I know someone who’s mentally impaired/disabled.  Can she vote?”

A.  In most states, if a person has been declared “non compos mentis,” or “mentally incompetent” by a court of law, that person is ineligible to vote.  For more information on how your state defines “mental incompetence,” call your State Board of Elections or Secretary of State.

Q. “I just moved to a new state yesterday.  Can I register to vote in that state right now?”  

A.   Residency rules vary.  In some states, you may be eligible to register to vote in your new state immediately upon moving.  In others, you may need to wait a certain number of days (usually 30).  Check the state-by-state instructions included in the National Voter Registration Application and Instructions available downloadable form available at www.vday.org/vote for the specific rules for your state.  

Q. Do I need to show identification to vote?  

A. First time voters who register by mail must show identification after December 9, 2003 according to the Help America Vote Act (HAVA).  Proof of identification varies from state to state.  Check your state rules to see what qualifies as identification.  If you are not a first time voter registering by mail, you should check with your state to see if they have any additional requirements regarding identification to vote.


Elections Divisions/Secretary of State URL’s and phone numbers: All 50 States

If someone you are registering has a question you cannot answer, direct them to their proper state official listed alphabetically below.

If you have Internet access, we strongly advise you check out the site(s) for the state(s) in which you’re registering voters. You can also call the number below with any questions you have regarding voter registration.  We update our info as frequently as possible.

	Alabama
	(800) 274-VOTE
	http://www.sos.state.al.us/election

	Alaska
	(907) 465-4611
	http://www.gov.state.ak.us/ltgov/elections/

	Arizona
	(877) 843-8683
	http://www.sosaz.com/election/

	Arkansas
	(501) 682-3526
	http://www.sosweb.state.ar.us/elect.html

	California
	(800) 345-VOTE
	http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections.htm

	Colorado
	(303) 894-2200
	http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/main1.htm

	Connecticut
	(800) 540-3764
	http://www.sots.state.ct.us/

	Delaware
	(302) 739-4277
	http://www.state.de.us/election/

	District of Columbia
	(202) 727-2525
	http://www.dcboee.org/

	Florida
	(850) 245-6200
	http://election.dos.state.fl.us/

	Georgia
	(404) 656-2871
	http://www.sos.state.ga.us/elections/

	Hawaii
	(808) 453-8683
	http://www.state.hi.us/elections

	Idaho
	(208) 334-2300
	http://www.idsos.state.id.us

	Illinois
	(217) 782-4141
	http://www.elections.state.il.us/

	Indiana
	(317) 232-3939
	http://www.in.gov/sos/elections

	Iowa
	(888) 767-8683
	http://www.sos.state.ia.us

	Kansas
	(785) 796-4564
	http://www.kssos.org/election/elewelc.html

	Kentucky
	(502) 573-7100
	http://www.kysos.com/index/main/elecdiv.asp

	Louisiana
	(225) 342-4970
	http://www.sec.state.la.us/elections/elections-index.htm

	Maine
	(207) 642-7736
	http://www.state.me.us/sos/cec/elec/elec.htm

	Maryland
	(800) 222-VOTE
	http://www.elections.state.md.us/

	Massachusetts
	(800) 462-VOTE
	http://www.state.ma.us/sec/ele/

	Michigan
	(517) 373-2540
	http://www.michigan.gov/sos

	Minnesota
	(651) 215-1440
	http://www.sos.state.mn.us/

	Mississippi
	(800) 829-6786
	http://www.sos.state.ms.us/elections/elections.asp

	Missouri
	(573) 751-2301
	http://www.sos.state.mo.us/elections/

	Montana
	(406) 444-4732
	http://sos.state.mt.us/css/index.asp

	Nebraska
	(402) 471-3229
	http://www.sos.state.ne.us/Elections/election.htm

	Nevada
	(775) 684-5705
	http://sos.state.nv.us/nvelection/

	New Hampshire
	(603) 271-3242
	http://www.state.nh.us/sos/electionsnew.htm

	New Jersey
	(609) 292-3760
	http://www.state.nj.us/lps/elections/electionshome.html

	New Mexico
	(800) 477-3632
	http://web.state.nm.us/elect.htm

	New York
	(800) FOR-VOTE
	http://www.elections.state.ny.us/

	North Carolina
	(919) 733-7173
	http://www.sboe.state.nc.us/

	North Dakota
	(800) 352-0867 ext. 8-4146
	http://www.state.nd.us/sec/

	Ohio
	(614) 466-2585
	http://www.state.oh.us/sos/

	Oklahoma
	(405) 521-2391
	http://www.elections.state.ok.us/

	Oregon
	(503) 986-1518
	http://www.sos.state.or.us/elections/elechp.htm

	Pennsylvania
	(717) 787-5280
	http://www.dos.state.pa.us/bcel/site/default.asp

	Rhode Island
	(401) 222-2345
	http://www.elections.state.ri.us/

	South Carolina
	(803) 734-9060
	http://www.state.sc.us/scsec/

	South Dakota
	(605) 773-3537
	http://www.state.sd.us/sos/sos.htm

	Tennessee
	(615) 741-7956
	http://www.state.tn.us/sos/election.htm

	Texas
	(800) 252-VOTE
	http://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml

	Utah
	(800) 995-VOTE
	http://elections.utah.gov/

	Vermont
	(800) 439-8683
	http://vermont-elections.org/soshome.htm

	Virginia
	(804) 786-6551
	http://www.sbe.state.va.us/

	Washington
	(360) 586-0400
	http://secstate.wa.gov/elections/

	West Virginia
	(304) 558-6000
	http://wvsos.com/elections/main.htm

	Wisconsin 
	(608) 266-8005
	http://elections.state.wi.us/

	Wyoming
	(307) 777-7378
	http://soswy.state.wy.us/election/election.htm

	
	
	


See the instructions included in the downloadable National Voter Registration Application and Instructions available at www.vday.org/vote for state-by-state explanation of how to fill out & handle a National Voter Registration Application.


1) Check the rules for every state you have forms for. MAKE SURE ALL THE FORMS HAVE THE INFORMATION REQUIRED BY THE STATE.  Go to the state-to-state guide to find out the required fields for each state.

2) Count up your completed forms and fill out the “V-Day 2004 Event Tally Sheet.  Detach this form and mail, fax, or email to the addresses listed on the bottom of the form. THIS STEP IS MANDATORY. 

3) Send the completed voter registrations to the mailing address listed under your “State Instructions” in the National Voter Registration Application that you downloaded at www.vday.org/vote. The forms should be mailed within 48 hours of the completion of your event unless you have forms from the following states. The states below have strict deadlines for mailing in forms once they have been signed and should be sent directly to the address listed for the state in the state-to-state guide. Forms from the following states SHOULD NOT BE SENT TO ROCK THE VOTE, instead, send them directly to the Secretary of State (please locate address via phone numbers and websites listed prior in this document) :

Alabama

Arkansas

California

Delaware

Oregon

Forms missing required information:

If for some reason after your voter registration you have forms that were not filled out correctly (check each states guideline for required info) separate the forms from the correctly completed forms. Attach a note to them saying that they are incomplete and mail them back in the return envelope with the other forms. Rock the Vote will follow up with those who did not successfully complete their voter registration.


1) The deadline has passed.  In school, we learn early that good behavior & considerable charm can help us skirt hard deadlines for term papers.  But unfortunately, State Elections Boards are not as susceptible to our good looks and killer smiles.  Deadlines are firm.

2) It’s submitted to the wrong agency.  We all like to simplify things when possible.  Admittedly, stuffing all your completed voter registration forms into a single envelope and sending them off to the Secretary of State would be simple.   And most states will let you do this but there are always exceptions.  In some states you must submit the form to the elections office or another bureau, and if the form is sent to the Secretary of States office it may not be sent over to the correct office for processing.

3) It’s incomplete or contains incorrect information.  Puff Daddy may have a cool nickname, but you can bet that state officials wouldn’t accept “Puffy” on a voter registration application.  The form is a legal document, and as such requires one’s full legal name in order to be processed correctly (in Puffy’s case, Sean Combs). Many states also require that you put your driver’s license number and/or last 4 digits of your social security number. Check your states regulations. Also, if the person fills out all of their information correctly but forgets to sign the form, it is void. 

4) It’s just plain strange. Here are things we’ve seen which contribute to people not being able to vote:   
· They are not U.S. citizens.  If an applicant is from Canada, Australia, or any other non-U.S. country, they cannot register to vote in the U.S., unless they’re a U.S. citizen living abroad. 
· They shred their forms to bits.  Yes, it’s true; some people rip the form in half and submit either only the top or bottom.  When this happens sometimes important info gets dismembered from the original and the form can’t be processed.
· The handwriting is illegible. 
If someone still has a question of why their form was not processed have them contact their county clerk or proper state office listed in the Election Division/Secretary of State directory.

THE TOP 4 REASONS


A VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION GETS REJECTED, MISPLACED


OR DELAYED And what to do if it happens.





What to do with Completed Forms





Secretaries of State/Elections Divisions





Can Felons Vote?





Campus boxes and P.O. Boxes are not accepted on voter registration forms





Quick notes on registering voters








“Day of” Your Voter Registration Drive:


Tips and Reminders 





Preparing for Your Voter Registration Drive
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