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Until The Violence Stops
Documentary Feature
Directed by Abby Epstein 


"Until the Violence Stops" is director Abby Epstein's first film.  She has directed theatrical productions of "The Vagina Monologues" as well as V-Day's worldwide campaign.  

ABOUT THE DOCUMENTARY
In 2002, eight hundred cities participated in a movement to end violence against women and girls called V-Day, which grew out of Eve Ensler's play, "The Vagina Monologues." "Until the Violence Stops" is a one-hour commercial-free documentary that follows the extraordinary grassroots impact of V-Day in five international communities while exposing the pervasive and cultural forms of violence that women experience all over the world.

Directed by first-time Director/Producer Abby Epstein, the story begins at a star-studded V-Day performance at Harlem's Apollo Theater and travels to regional events in Ukiah (California), the Philippines and Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, culminating in the opening of the first V-Day Safe House for girls in Kenya.  What emerges is an alternately devastating and hopeful look at the global and grassroots efforts in motion to stop violence against women and girls.

Featuring appearances by Eve Ensler, Salma Hayek, Rosario Dawson, Jane Fonda, Tantoo Cardinal, LisaGay Hamilton, Rosie Perez, Isabella Rossellini, and Susan L. Taylor. 
 
Harlem, NY: The film opens in Harlem, New York City, where a group of celebrity performers (including Rosie Perez, LisaGay Hamilton and Salma Hayek) and local activists are presenting "V-Day Harlem," a benefit production of "The Vagina Monologues" to raise funds for local anti-violence organizations. Many of the women involved in the production reveal that their lives have been shaped by early experiences with violence and that they are eager to share the healing and empowering message of Ensler's play with their communities, raise money, and discuss their personal experiences with self-empowerment.  

Political aide and Harlem native Yvette Davila, film star and activists Salma Hayek and Rosario Dawson, V-Day Harlem producers Rosie Perez and LisaGay Hamilton, Essence editorial director Susan L. Taylor, and Ensler share their stories at an informal, intimate, no makeup, roundtable as well as at the all star benefit at the Apollo Theater.   

Ukiah, CA: Next, the film travels to the rural farming town of Ukiah in Northern California.  Like Harlem, Ukiah is also holding its first V-Day event and the entire community has caught ‘vagina fever’ including its two sheriffs, a multicultural V-Day cast of 39 women ages 8 to 93, and a group of quilters who have created vagina-themed quilts in honor of the occasion.  Through this home-grown performance and the personal stories that it evokes, it is clear that women's experience of violence in Ukiah is no different than those in Harlem. Along the way, stories are shared and a small community embraces the dialogue.

Manila, Philippines: The third location in the film is Manila, Philippines where a V-Day event is staged to benefit the local Comfort Women. These women were held as sex slaves by the Japanese soldiers during WWII, when most of them were around twelve years old; today, they are mostly in their 70s. After fifty years of silence, they are speaking up and demanding justice for the atrocities that they endured.  For V-Day Manila, Organizer/Producer/Actress Monique Wilson mounts a 5000 seat V-Day at the Folk Arts Theater that celebrates the Comfort Women. In the film, these 70-something grandmothers speak openly about their long untold service as sex slaves to Japanese soldiers during WWII and the justice they are still seeking.



Pine Ridge Reservation, near Rapid City, SD: From Asia, the film travels back to the United States to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota.  This community is holding a V-Day event in Rapid City to raise funds for a new shelter on the reservation.  Jane Fonda and Native actress Tantoo Cardinal lend celebrity support to this groundbreaking evening, where a battered and oppressed community begins to heal.

Vagina warriors appear everywhere within the Native women and the men of this barren, yet beautiful, haunted landscape.   Cardinal performs a chilling rendition of a special monologue “Crooked Braid.”  Cangleska Shelter Directors Marlin Mousseau and Wayne Weston discuss their various experiences with violence as victims, perpetrators, and reformed activists. The film highlights the conversations of two support groups, one for women, another for men, with a focus on Mousseau’s story as a child raised in an abusive home, a young man who himself inflicted abuse, to today, where he serves as a leader of the Cangleska Women’s Shelter.  

The Rift Valley, Narok, Kenya: Lastly, the film travels to Narok, Kenya where we meet an extraordinary woman named Agnes Pareyio who has been walking through the Rift Valley trying to single-handedly put an end to the ritual practice of female genital mutilation (FGM).  The film exposes the brutality of this still widely practiced rite of passage and Agnes' efforts to save girls from this fate.  In a moving finale, Ensler arrives in Kenya to see Agnes open the first V-Day Safe House to save young girls from undergoing FGM.  Pareyio, a model ‘vagina warrior’ like the many women and men we meet in the film, has created an alternative ritual to FGM which is catching on throughout the continent, enabling young women to be educated instead of experiencing ‘the cut’ and early childhood marriage.


Along the way, the audience is introduced and inspired by women - and men - who V-Day Founder/Artistic Director Eve Ensler has dubbed "Vagina Warriors.”  (Celebrating Vagina Warriors is the theme for V-Day’s 2004 campaigns and events – for more info, see V-Day 2004 press release in this packet).

Vagina Warriors know that the process of healing from violence is long and happens in stages.  They give what they need the most, and by giving this they heal and activate the wounded part inside. Many Vagina Warriors work primarily on a grassroots level. Because what is done to women is often done in isolation and remains unreported, Vagina Warriors work to make the invisible seen.

Every woman has a warrior inside waiting to be born.  In order to guarantee a world without violence, in a time of danger and escalating madness, we urge them to come out. -       Eve Ensler


Until the Violence Stops features appearances by:

Glenn Close

Jane Fonda

Isabella Rossellini

Mary Alice

Queen Latifah

Rosie Perez

LisaGay Hamilton

Salma Hayek

Rosario Dawson

Hazelle Goodman

Tantoo Cardinal

Eve Ensler

Original Song, “You Are Beautiful” composed by three-time Grammy-nominated singer/songwriter Toni Childs. 

Ensler and Childs met in early 2003 at V-Day Kauai. Ensler was already a big fan of Toni’s - the impact of Childs’ music on her life has been profound and a lifeline. By night’s end, Ensler found herself asking Toni to write an anthem for Until The Violence Stops.  “You Are Beautiful” is the result.

Until The Violence Stops was filmed on location in:

Harlem, New York

Ukiah, California

Manila, Philippines

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota

Narok, Kenya


Other Cities Featured In The Film: 

San Francisco, California

Parma, Italy

Zagreb, Croatia

South Tucson, Arizona

Paris, France

Guatemala City, Guatemala

Mexico City, Mexico

Juarez, Mexico

Nairobi, Kenya

Montclair, New Jersey

FILMMAKERS BIOS
ABBY EPSTEIN (Producer/Director) In February of 2000, Abby Epstein became the Associate Director of Eve Ensler's Obie-winning Off Broadway play, THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES, going on to direct subsequent productions in Canada and Mexico.  Through her work on the play and as Artistic Director of V-Day’s Worldwide Campaign, Epstein learned about Ensler's V-Day movement to end violence against women and girls. V-Day originated out of Ensler's conversations with women who approached her after early performances of THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES, to tell her of their own experiences of violence. Ensler began to use performances of the play to raise funds for organizations working to stop violence.  Epstein assisted Ensler on the biggest of these benefit performances at Madison Square Garden and soon began to witness firsthand that V-Day was quickly transforming into a worldwide social and activist movement.  Epstein approached Ensler about making a documentary about the global impact of the movement in motion.  She proposed filming several international communities who were holding V-Day events to capture the transformative energy of this play-turned-social movement. Epstein and Ensler’s vision was that the film itself would become an educational and fundraising tool to end violence against women.

Epstein has been producing and directing theater internationally for the past twelve years. Broadway productions include RENT (Nat'l Tour, Mexico City, Barcelona) Off-Broadway, THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES (Nat'l Tour, Toronto, Mexico City,) PLATONICALLY INCORRECT (New York, Los Angeles.) Ms. Epstein has worked extensively in Los Angeles at the Improv, Groundlings and Odyssey Theaters as well as for Warner Bros. Television. She is the founding Artistic Director of Chicago's acclaimed Roadworks Theater Ensemble, which is now entering its twelfth season.  Ms. Epstein is the recipient of four Joseph Jefferson Awards, an LA Weekly Award and a National Broadway Award Nomination for her theatrical direction.  UNTIL THE VIOLENCE STOPS is Ms. Epstein's first documentary and marks her debut as a feature film director.

PAULO NETTO (Producer) is a photographer and cinematographer originally from Brazil.  As a photographer, his work has been featured in Vogue, Elle, Interview and Trip Magazines.  Mr. Netto produced and filmed his first feature documentary entitled FAITH, THE REALITY OF NONVIOLENCE on location in the Indian Himalayas, examining the plight of the Tibetan community in exile.  In 2003, Mr. Netto produced and filmed a short documentary for V-Day entitled, BROKEN PROMISES in Afghanistan and Pakistan.  He is based in New York City where he works as an independent producer and cinematographer.

LISA PALATTELLA (Editor) Lisa has worked as Editor on the following projects, as well as many others: "Birdsight"; "Horse and Rider" (for PBS); "The New York Public Library: A Place of Discovery" (for NYPL South Court Theater); "Life on Jupiter: The Story of Jens Nygaard, Musician" (for PBS); "John Gardner: Uncommon American" (for PBS); and "Plagues: The Invisible Fire" (for National Geographic Television). Some of her other work includes "Ocean Quest" (for NBC Television); Staff editor (for Vitello and Associates); Adjunct Instructor (St. John's University).  Lisa is a member of I.A.T.S.E. Local 770 and I.B.E.W.


ABOUT V-DAY 
EVE ENSLER's Obie-Award-winning play, THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES, translated into over 25 languages and running in theaters all over the world, including sold-out runs at both Off-Broadway's Westside Theater and on London's West End (2002 Olivier Award nomination, Best Entertainment), initiated V-Day, a global movement to stop violence against women and girls. 

Ms. Ensler has devoted her life to stopping violence, envisioning a planet in which women and girls will be free to thrive, rather than merely survive. Her work grows out of her own personal experiences with violence. THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES is based on Ensler's interviews with more than 200 women. The piece celebrates women's' sexuality and strength, and exposes the violations that women endure throughout the world.

V-Day originated out of Ms. Ensler's conversations with women who approached her after early performances of THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES, to tell her of their own experiences of violence. She began to use performances of the play to raise funds for organizations working to stop violence. Soon, she and the group of women who make up V-Day found that support for their efforts was far-reaching and expansive. What began as a simple possibility quickly transformed into a worldwide social and activist movement.

Today, V-Day is a global movement that helps anti-violence organizations throughout the world continue and expand their core work on the ground, while drawing public attention to the larger fight to stop worldwide violence (including rape, battery, incest, female genital mutilation (FGM), sexual slavery) against women and girls. V-Day exists for no other reason than to stop violence against women. In just seven years, it has raised over $25 million and was named one of Worth magazine's "100 Best Charities" in 2001. 

V-Day stages large-scale benefits and produces innovative gatherings, films, and programs (such as the documentary “Until The Violence Stops”; community briefings with Amnesty International on the missing and murdered women of Juarez, Mexico; the December 2002 V-Day delegation trip to Israel, Palestine, Egypt and Jordan; the Afghan Women's Summit; the Stop Rape Contest; and the Indian Country Project) to educate and change social attitudes towards violence against women.  

In 2004, more than 2300 V-Day benefit events - produced by local volunteer activists and performed in theaters, community centers, houses of worship, and college campuses – took place around the world, educating millions of people about the reality of violence against women and girls and raising over $6 million for local groups within their communities.

The V-Day movement is growing at a rapid pace throughout the world. V-Day, a non-profit corporation, distributes funds to grassroots, national, and international organizations and programs that work to stop violence against women and girls.  

The 'V' in V-Day stands for Victory, Valentine and Vagina

http://www.vday.org
www.vday.org  ( info@vday.org
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