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“Until The Violence Stops”

Quotes from the Documentary

Eve Ensler (Playwright/Activist/Founder, V-Day)

“When I first started performing “Vagina Monologues” around the world in these small little venues, women would literally line up after every performance to talk to me and usually it was to tell me they had been raped, battered or incested and they really needed to tell someone. It began to be a very daunting experience so in 1997, we got a group of women together and said how do we use the “Vagina Monologues” to stop violence against women and we came up with V-Day.  Vagina Day, Valentines Day, Anti-Violence Day.”

"…In 1997 I got a group of women together in New York and we said, how can we use The Vagina Monologues to stop violence against women and to serve this, and we came up with V-Day, which is Valentines Day, anti-violence day, victory over violence. We invited all these great women to come and perform TVM to raise money and we did this incredible first V-Day which really blew the roof off the theater. You could tell it was more than a play that night. You could feel that something generally different had happened in the alchemy of things, that something was being born or trying to be born." 

"When you give women an opportunity, they get that they're in the same world. They get that they need to be struggling together. But they just have to be given a theater and an opportunity to find a way to that community and that cohesion which brings about change." 

"What we realized was we could actually join a movement, that V-Day could in fact be a new world wide decision, energy, catalyst, determination to stop violence. Not to manage violence, not to harbor, not to contain, but to end violence. That was actually possible."  

Jane Fonda (Actor/Activist) 

“The play, because of its laughter and compassion led me out of silence and fear into bravery and voice. And I think that it’s fitting that women around the world are being transformed through art.”

Yvette Davila (Harlem Native/Associate Producer, V-Day Harlem

"...I need to know that there's an outlet for other young women and I need to feel a part of that process. And I think that a lot of women involved in this [V-Day Harlem] probably feel the same way. And the people that come to see it feel the same way—this is something that we need. This is really important." 
Salma Hayek (Actor/Activist)
"Fear and guilt are the two strongest weapons to take away your power and your spirit. And I think that why this is so important for me to do this" 

Rosario Dawson (Actor/Activist)

“What we need is to adopt a new standard for ourselves that we choose; we have given voice to and I think its really hard to find that voice sometimes because you are not even taught how to do it.”

Rosie Perez (Actor/ Producer, V-Day Harlem)

"However long it takes for you to tell your story, take your time. Take your time, take your breath, take your moment. It's your story, no body else's. Until you're ready to release it—then it becomes the world's" 

Tantoo Cardinal (Native American Actor)

“My mother died when a man punched her in the heart and broke the protective sac around her heart.  It’s like a metaphor…”
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