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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Susan Celia Swan (212) 253-1823 press@vday.org
V-DAY 2005: VAGINA WARRIORS LEAD THE WAY 

FIRST BOOK - VAGINA WARRIORS - FEATURING CELEBRITIES AND ACTIVISTS TO BE RELEASED BY BULFINCH PRESS FEBRUARY 2005

V-DAY’S EMMY AWARD WINNING DOCUMENTARY UNTIL THE VIOLENCE STOPS
TO BE RELEASED FOR RENTAL BY NETFLIX AND FOR PURCHASE BY DOCURAMA

IN EARLY 2005


V-DAY 2005 SPOTLIGHT ON WOMEN OF IRAQ: UNDER SIEGE 
    
MORE COLLEGE V-DAY BENEFITS THAN EVER! 
Thousands of community-based V-Day benefit events of The Vagina Monologues to take place 

February - March 2005 in the U.S. and around the world
December 9, 2004 – Today V-Day, the global movement to end violence against women and girls founded by playwright/performer Eve Ensler, announces its 2005 theme: Vagina Warriors Lead The Way.  The theme will resonate throughout the movement’s campaigns, grassroots events, first book, DVD release, and overall communications.  It will expand on V-Day’s 2004 season during which over 2300 V-Day benefit events were presented by volunteer activists around the world, educating millions of people about the issue of violence against women and girls, raising $6 million and benefiting over 1000 organizations.   
V-DAY 2005: VAGINA WARRIORS LEAD THE WAY
By building on the theme of Vagina Warriors in 2005, V-Day seeks to emphasize the leadership qualities of these women and men who work daily to end violence against women affecting real change in their communities.  This year’s theme is inspired by the first hand reports of V-Day activists who have become leaders in their communities often on a national level and by the recent V Is For Vote campaign in which thousands of V-Day activists mobilized, registered and got out the vote in the U.S., determined to make Violence Against Women a central issue in the election.  
 
 Leadership examples include Agnes Pareyio, founder of the V-Day Safe House for the girls in Kenya, who was recently named Deputy Mayor of her town; Yanar Mohammed, head of the Organization of Women’s Freedom in Iraq, who works for Iraqi women’s security, safety and well being despite death threats and complete lack of security; Maliali Joya, a 25 year old elected representative to 2003’s Loya Jirga (Grand Council) convention in Kabul, who spoke out against the inclusion of local “war criminals” in Afghanistan’s new constitution; and Kristin Tyler, a student at Amherst High School (Amherst, MA) who became the center of national media attention by putting on V-Day at her high school. 
   
This year, up to three women and men who are making a difference, changing the paradigm and perception of violence against women and leading their community to a better future will be selected and honored as Vagina Warriors at V-Day 2005 benefits. 
OVER 2000 BENEFITS IN 940 COMMUNITIES IN 42 COUNTRIES, AND GROWING 
While event registration continues, at this time there are V-Day 2005 benefit productions of The Vagina Monologues currently being planned in over 940 cities and colleges around the world, with over 2000 events to attend in 42 countries from February – March 2005. 619 V-Days are slated on college campuses, the most in V-Day’s history, and 328 V-Day’s are slated in cities, and the number continues to grow.  To date, locations include Romania, Uzbekistan, Senegal, Czech Republic, Greece, Honduras, Malaysia, University of Guam, Guam; Delhousie University Halifax, Nova Scotia; University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky; Pepperdine University, Malibu, California; Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany; Rhodes University, South Africa; University of Skovde, Sweden; Australian National University, Canberra, Australia; Fudan University, Shanghai, China; University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah; Lebanese American University, Lebanon; and Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, Jerusalem, Israel.   
In 2005, outreach will further expand and continue via Africa, Asia and the Middle East as V-Day Special Representative Hibaaq Osman relocates to Cairo, Egypt where she is launching the Karama program in the Middle East and Africa.  Karama is an Arabic word meaning dignity and self-respect, the essence of V-Day’s partnerships getting underway in 2005 in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Algeria, Morocco, Sudan and Tunisia.  Over the next three years, V-Day will supply financial and technical support for the regional and national movements working to end violence against women and girls in the Middle East and North Africa.  In addition, V-Day has just concluded strategic planning meetings with groups from seven Asian countries in Seoul, Korea for an upcoming global V-Day campaign to bring justice to the Comfort Women.
MULTIMEDIA 2005
First Book: Vagina Warriors 
V-Day will release its first book, published by Bulfinch, in February 2005.  Vagina Warriors is a collaboration between V-Day founder Eve Ensler and world-renowned photographer Joyce Tenneson, whose Wise Women changed the way people look at women and aging.  The book features Ensler’s essay “Vagina Warriors: An Emerging Paradigm, An Emerging Species” alongside Tenneson’s portraits of V-Day activists, many of them well-known celebrities, with powerful statements and quotations from the subjects. The celebrities featured include Glenn Close, Rosario Dawson, Jane Fonda, LisaGay Hamilton, Salma Hayek, Rosie Perez, Isabella Rossellini, Gloria Steinem, Marisa Tomei and numerous others.

   
Bulfinch Press, Time Warner Book Group; February 2005. Price: $40.00 Hardcover/$19.95 FPT Paperback.  
   
First DVD: Until The Violence Stops 
V-Day’s Emmy award-winning documentary Until The Violence Stops will be released on DVD by Netflix with additional scenes and content added including segments on Juárez, Mexico and Afghanistan. The documentary world premiered at the 2004 Sundance Film Festival and broadcast premiered on Lifetime Television in February.  It has been screened at the Amnesty International Film Festivals in Amsterdam and Vancouver, as well as at the Miami and Maui Film festivals.  In September, Toni Childs, David Ricketts, and Eddie Free received the 2004 Emmy award for “Best Original Song” for “Because You Are Beautiful” and in November, the film won top honor – the Gold Audience Award - at the Amnesty International Film Festival in Vancouver. 
   
Until the Violence Stops follows the grassroots impact of V-Day in five international communities while exposing the pervasive and cultural forms of violence that women experience all over the world. Directed by Abby Epstein, the story begins at a star-studded V-Day benefit at Harlem's Apollo Theater and travels to regional events in Ukiah California, the Philippines and Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, culminating in the opening of the first V-Day Safe House for girls in Kenya. What emerges is an alternately devastating and hopeful look at the global and grassroots efforts in motion to stop violence against women and girls. Featuring appearances by Tantoo Cardinal, Rosario Dawson, Eve Ensler, Jane Fonda, LisaGay Hamilton, Salma Hayek, Rosie Perez, and Isabella Rossellini among others. 

Netflix will release the DVD for rental beginning January 11, 2004 via http://www.netflix.com. The DVD will be available for purchase beginning February 8th from Docurama, http://www.docurama.com, or wherever fine DVDs are sold.  Price: $26.95.


V-DAY 2005 SPOTLIGHT:  WOMEN OF IRAQ UNDER SIEGE 

Each year, V-Day spotlights an issue to raise awareness and funds on a worldwide scale via targeted media and the Worldwide and College Campaigns.   Organizers of V-Day benefits in the U.S. and around the world are asked to address the spotlight at their events and to donate 1-10% of their event proceeds to the issue.  The 2004 Spotlight: Missing and Murdered Women of Juárez has raised over $175,000 to date, garnered worldwide media coverage via the March on Juárez, and generated numerous feature articles on the issue. 

For V-Day 2005, the spotlight is the Women Of Iraq: Under Siege.  Since the US occupation and regime change in Iraq, women have lost more freedom than they've gained. Incidents of rape and abduction by organized gangs has increased fear of sexual violence, deterring women from returning to work or seeking employment and families from permitting their daughters to go to school. Victims refrain from contacting the police or hospitals, for fear of being killed for bringing shame on family honor. Armed conservative religious groups are pressuring schools and workplaces to require women and girls to wear the veil under threat of acid attack or abduction.  Girls’ enrollment and attendance is on a steep dive across the country. Lack of jobs and security for women in general has forced some to resort to prostitution, at grave risk of honor killing. 
   
Even under these conditions there are a few beacons of change and hope. Several Iraqi women’s organizations are braving the hostile climate and death threats to demand women’s representation in public bodies and are working to protect women on the ground.  V-Day’s website – vday.org - will feature a Spotlight section with articles, resources, and dispatches from women on the ground beginning in January.

   
For the latest on the V-Day 2005: Vagina Warriors Lead The Way schedule of events and campaigns, visit vday.org/events. V-Day’s 2005 sponsors and NYC events will be announced in early January. 
   
About V-Day: 
V-Day is a global movement to stop violence against women and girls. V-Day is a catalyst that promotes creative events to increase awareness, raise money and revitalize the spirit of existing anti-violence organizations. V-Day generates broader attention for the fight to stop violence against women and girls, including rape, battery, incest, female genital mutilation (FGM) and sexual slavery. 
   
Through V-Day campaigns, local volunteers and college students produce annual benefit performances of The Vagina Monologues to raise awareness and funds for anti-violence groups within their own communities. In 2004, over 2000 V-Day benefit events were presented by volunteer activists in the U.S. and around the world, educating millions of people about the reality of violence against women and girls.   
   
Performance is just the beginning. V-Day stages large-scale benefits and produces innovative gatherings, films and campaigns to educate and change social attitudes towards violence against women including the documentary Until the Violence Stops; community briefings on the missing and murdered women of Juárez, Mexico; the December 2003 V-Day delegation trip to Israel, Palestine, Egypt and Jordan; the Afghan Women's Summit; the March 2004 delegation to India; the Stop Rape Contest, the Indian Country Project, and Love Your Tree. 
   
In Africa, the Middle East, and Asia, V-Day commits ongoing support to build movements and anti-violence networks. Working with local organizations, V-Day provided hard-won funding that helped open the first shelters for women in Egypt and Iraq, sponsored annual workshops and three national campaigns in Afghanistan, convened the "Confronting Violence" conference of South Asian women leaders, and donated satellite-phones to Afghan women to keep lines of communication open and action plans moving forward.  Beginning Fall 2004 from Cairo, V-Day will work in-depth to build networks ending violence against women and girls in Egypt, Sudan, Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon.  
   
The V-Day movement is growing at a rapid pace throughout the world, in 76 countries from Europe to Asia, Africa and the Caribbean, and all of North America. V-Day, a non-profit corporation, distributes funds to grassroots, national and international organizations and programs that work to stop violence against women and girls.  In its first year of incorporation (2001), V-Day was named one of Worth Magazine's "100 Best Charities." In seven years, the V-Day movement has raised over $25 million. 
   
The 'V' in V-Day stands for Victory, Valentine and Vagina. 
   
http://www.vday.org 

www.vday.org  ( info@vday.org
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