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immediately 
, springs to mind when 
reading Eve Ensler's 
Vagim Momloguer, =and 
even more :so when 
meeting her. Jh literaty 

terns jouissance is defines as a: 
sexual, spiritual, phpsid and con- 
ceptual ferninhe Xe force connot- 
ing total joy or e&asy_-and Ensler 
has it in bucket loads: . Y 

It seems to me that ~nslekis the . 
physical embodiment .of thishcr- 
tion. She is the contemporary high 
priestess of jotlissanca Her kiting : 
throbs with a palpable sense of tex- 
tual pleasure and The Vagina 
Mofbolog~~e~ has caphired the minds 
of women all over the globe. 

It all began In 1996 when Ensler 
defied a conservative American 
public and said the word vagina out 
loud in a downtown New York the 
atre - at  a time when the word pe- 

. nis was the only genitalia aUowed 
mention in tha public arena. She 
said i t  with such a force of elation 
and celebration and humour and 
poignancy that it resonated coUec- 
tively, and most who Bearc' " 
: wanted mow. 
. Ensier kept on delivkhg. 
: audaciously rip& off the cloa 
. sh 1 putriarchat order 
th - most things fcmir 
an xi a portal that do' 
wbrnerl ru celebrate their h._ 

: mFith her, an word vagi~ 
out loud. 

That wx tl 
energy harnessed m this r e c w  
tion of n~men's j o ~ !  pain and 1 
ily power, has taken on a vigou 
its o%m. She has aIsa founded V-I 
a mrlduflde acthist rnowrnen~ LU 

end viobnce against women and 
girls, which also raises funds 
*rhrough benefit productions of The 
Vcrgim~lfonob~ues and other artis- 
tic works.. 

This year Day 
bene?3 even ced 
by-volunteer actlvlsts m the US and 
around the- world, educating mil- 
lions about the reality of violence 

' against women md wls. To date, 
the V-Day movement has raised 
over $95 million for the cause. 

Now V-Day is in South Mra td 
do the fhst theatre production of 
EnsIer's latesttmk - TAm cm E m  
tiunal Creature: The Seu& Life of 
Girls Arowid,The World T h i s  p r e  
cious resource is made up of origi- . 
nal monologues about and-for girls 
from all over t h e  globe. . 

The  process has been'remark- 
able," s a , ~  Ensler at Kaldi's Coffee 
shop in Newtown. Her eyes radiate 
with enthusiasm when she bZks 
about the girls who haw h e n  se- 
lected for the sme ~rodu~tion of 
he 

z ing energy 
in -Is have taken 
to me worK WIUL sucn gusto ... and 
they have also shared their stories 
with us. It" organic because we all 

'f&.intq each other, and 1 will 
work on new material depending 
.on rvha t  unfolds. Ahead3: because ' 
of the musicality of the South 

.African girls, we have included 
-dance and song. The play is made 
up of rants, poem questions and 
facts that speak of the universality 
of @rIs:.their rcsiIience, their wild- : 

:, ness, their pain, their fears, tl: 
, semis and their triumphs." 

I want .ta know what the I 

..come of the play and the ~mrksh 
be For young South Afri 

:I; w h m .  ~ n s l c ~ s  eyes glitter as 
' (  
: ,,replies. "There Is this mandate 
'" *omen.ta plew, in every co~mtry 
'.in c v e r y . c u 1 ~ ~  please the fash 
industry; please your husba 

; the em bdimmt ofjouissence. She says those uho huvc sur bizarrely, the ciqnc!~for the 
- .  

. .  . ,  
ke  through h ~ u s e k & p - ~ ' d a  .. But a£Ft:rwards there was a huge 
gion._. the list goes on. That : celebration - You o f € q  fmd that 
idate has made those of uswho women an& girk who can express 

2- older. progressively ,mute and their grief and express their w e  
- autheetic . and express what is buried and 

sbvd  down - that.enomoai en- * 
"access our ,ergymdjoyandpowercomesr&ht 

uullcss YI ~ ~ ~ l ~ l l t l ~ l ~ ,  we feel a after. It is &e accessing of tbis 
se of loss of control or madness ' power fhat wiITdrive .the change in 
it is frightening. GirIs have not tkis world" .. - 

fhat happen to  them yet. 'Shey I ask Ensler .Z. this &andates 
are still themselves so this piece is into revolution andif so; is'it on the 
a call, to not please. It is a caU to . go already or are we at theveryh- 
dance, to create, to h e n  t, have d i i  ginning of one? <.  

course. do anything but please. Be "What's going on with.: women 
defiant, be ques timing. If we can across the planet is .so exkern@,:. 
get to girls before they go under- both ~I-I violence being perpdmhl 
gmund and before they get shut against: womm and this huge de' 
down then we have a whole new sire on the part of women every- 

'e of energy, and women are so where h be-free Thai kind of con- 
.erful it would translate into a stellation of those two things 
rle other natural resource." happening - and the ~ag&$.Mzao- 
ask the auestion that is on the , hgm being fhere at that moment 

lips a South African feml- for whatever reason - r d l p  has 
nist .ts to know bow a cel- mated a type of radial a&vM 
e b ~  on the feminine body. . movement. Last year alone there 
is even psslole for those who live weve 5 000 productions of jt in f. 40I) 
outside of the middle dass comfort clties. It has been translated into 48 

:' zone She js moved by ~ D E  question, languages and has hem pedormd 
. "You h o w - I  always use Congo , in far-flung plam such as Congo 
' as a goad example of women's Ail- . and Mongolia, S o  4n spite of the 
ity to access iheir joy Congo has the world, which seems &ism& I have 
worst record of atrocities towards great hope that there i s  thb oeher 
women' but I have exprienced or world attempting to emerge and is 
witnessed more celebration and me-g - not as fast as we'd like 
more diveness in.wmen in Congo it, bat it ;s emerging." 
than women in m y  other part of X am mindful that Er 0 
the  world. , ' @back to her rehears e 

"V-Day Congo wmks wil3 the. Speak for a fwther baIi :?our, snd 
Panzi Foundation; R;hi& b y  some tears shoat a few slogam 

- opened up a place calIed City of Joy She W UE, simntaneousant? ludic 
.- a safe home Tar momen b e  words for tll- that enter om con. 

3 v i b s  of violence. So many versation. ,She talks about "Vcmlu- 
ple said, 'you can't call i t  joy. .. tion" as opposed to ~wlution. 
nen have b m  a b d  and it is I ask her if there was anythmg 

, ,lace for sumiwrs'. Yet those further she'd like to say for the in- 
nen have such a deep sense of - terview. Her eyes glitter again as 
and ape so qressive of it that , she W s  about her passion Tor the  
1y who visit say they n e w  :stage. 'P think the thcake is a pow- 

wmit to leave" erful tool. Tor this ' V e m l u t i o ~  
:ns2er: a cancer survivor; goes :--wave. Theatce is such a great car- 
"\Tomen have a great capac*. - rier It carries things iri M y  ... I1 is 
~oq' - even those who have been .af tbe bodx .so I think it is a lan- 

--  ugh €he worst vioIations. &m 'guagethatgets carried into.people. 
you pass through tfie worst b d -  . "Bad what is so incredible about 
i-ty you have, bizar~14; fhecapaciw . f i e  fheatrelrs also fhe immediacy of 
for the greatest joy Once you have . the rnessagc It 'mwes people be- 
-.-? through the grid your facility came it comes fmm the body You 

both empowerment and joy is : = mo~e-throughamrge of Phgs 
lense. Grief and birth and gzi& ' s ~  sxliW. You can move one 
joy ... they'are x@t next ta 'to fieother and i t Bamptedbe 

C ~ U I  other. Jn our workshops :We;. cause it is drama. But  yo^ -know, 
haw ny &'Is telling thek, what 1.'- 'life, - the  world calls 
stor a f ~ j u s t w c e p i n g  . d m m a , " ~ l a ~  : . 
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by Eve Ensler of The Vagina 
Monologzm, writes GiIlimr Schur 
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