heatre

;:amssance ‘is the word
that -~ nnmedlately
~springs to mind when
"reading Eve: Ensler’s

 eeting her i literary

‘terms Jjouissance i defined as a-

sexual, spiritual, physical and con-

ceptual feminine life force connot- ~ |

ing total joy or ecstasy —and Ensler
hasitin bucket loada ;

loud in.a downtown New York the-
atre —at a time when the word pe-
‘nis was the only genitalia allowed
mention in the public arena. She
said it with’ such -a forceof “elation
and. celebrauen and humour and

pmgnancy tha m,resonated collec~ ;

! shameﬂ;atzpatnamhal rder had
thrown over most things féeminine
:and reopened a portal that allowed
"~ women ‘fo: celebral:e fheir ‘bodies.
. with her; andsay r.he word vagma
~outloud. . : :
‘That was 14 years agomd the
energy. harnessed in this reclama-

tion of women’s joy, pain. and bod-

ily’ power, has takenona vigour of
its own. She has also founded V-Day,
a worldwide activist movement to
end violence agamst women and
girls,” which -also raises ‘fands
through benefit productions of The
VagmMonologues and other artis-
ticworks.. = °
This year alone over 5 600°V- Day
benefit events took place;: ‘produced
by volunteer activists in the US and
around-the world, educatmg mil-
lions about the reality of- violence
" against women and girls. To date,
the V-Day ‘movement has raised

.cious: resouremsmade of origi-

' nal monologues about: and for girls
from all over the globe. -

“The process has: been remark

able,” says Ensler at Kaldi’s Coffee

shop in Newtown: Her eyesradiate -

with enthusiasm’ when' she falks
about the girls who-have been se-
lected for-the: stage pmductxon ‘of
herbook. .« =i v -

" “There’is such amazmg energy

in thatroom. These girlshave taken '

to the work with such gusto... and
they have also shared their stories
with us. It's organic because we all
‘feed - into. each other, “and T w1]1

Vagmzx Monologues, and -

defied a" conservatw American
public and said the word vaginaout .

Girls take centre stage ina new play
by Eve Ensler ofThe Vagina
Monologues wntes GlllumSckuite

‘has undermmed our authenbc

* ‘wildness or authenumty, we feela

% and it is frightening. Girls have not

o “on. “Women have a great éapacrly
-~ for joy — even those who have been

- you pass through the Worstbmtal
. 'ityyou haw, bxzaxre]yﬂlecapamty

please through housekeéping 'and
religion... the list goes on. That

‘mandate has made those of uswho

are older: progresswely mute and.

sense of 1oss of controlor madness ~ power that

had that happen to them yet. They - i

are still themselves so this piece is

a call to not please. It is a call to
dance, to create, to invent, have dis-

course, do anything but please. Be °

defiant, be questioning. If we can
get to girls before they go under-

ground and before they get shut .
down then we have a whole new -

wave of energy, and women are so. . wh
powerful it would translate into a. " sti

whole other natural resource.”
I ask the guestion that is'on the

Wlmessed more celebration and
more aliveness in women in Congo

“jthanwomenmanyotherpartof

the world.

. “V-Day Congo works with the.
Panzi Foundation, which recently

openednpaplacemﬂedcnyofJoy
- a safe home for swomen who have
been victims of violence. So many
people said, ‘vou can’t call it joy...
women have been abused and it is
a place for survivors’. Yet those
women have sich a deep sense of

through the worst violations. 0

.~ worst record- ot‘ atrocities towards
~ women but I have experienced or

lips of many a South African femi- f W
- ‘nist who wants toknow how a cel- '

7 ehratory take on the feminine body. .-
- is even. pOSSIhle for: those whe live

great ‘hope ﬁzat*there is’ th.l,s ‘other
‘world attempting to emerge and is
emerging - not as fast as'we’d like
it, but it is emerging.”

I am mindful that Ensler has to
get back to her rehearsals, but we
'speak for a further half hour, shed
‘some tears and shout a few: slogans.
She makes up spontanmusandh;dm
words for things that enter our.con:
versation.. She talks about “Vevolu-
tion” as opposed to revolution.

-T ask her if there was anything

- further she'd like to say for;the in-
- terv1ew Her eyes ghtter agam as
" joy-and are so: mmrmweofn‘that -she
~'many who msa:t say they never: -




